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Book Reviews 



Bouvier's Law Dictionary and Concise Encyclopedia. By- 
John Bouvier. Third Revision (being the eighth edition) by 
Francis Rawle. West Publishing Co., 52-58 W. 3rd St., St. Paul, 
Minn. 1914. pp. xix, 3504. 3 vol. $19.50. 

This new edition of Bouvier's Law Dictionary, the Third Re- 
vision by Mr. Rawle, is deserving of the warmest commendation. 
It is not only an indispensable adjunct to every lawyer's library, 
but a serviceable and efficient tool. It is the case of a book 
which has been improved by each new edition, from the first in 
1839 to the eighth in 1914. Mr. Rawle has edited the editions 
of 1883, 1897, and 1914, and has given in each instance a new 
and more comprehensive character to the work. Nothing seems 
to have been omitted to make the dictionary side proper, accurate 
and scholarly. The valuable researches of modern scholars into 
the history and science of the law have been availed of, whether 
such investigations have been published in books, monographs, 
or articles in legal periodicals. The volumes thus become a re- 
liable source of reference for the student, scholar, and lawyer. 

On the other side of the work, the cyclopedic, there are num- 
erous articles, each in itself a concise monograph on the subject 
treated. Of such articles, selecting at random, are Attorney, 
Automobiles, Aviation, Certiorari, Distress, Due Process of Law, 
Employers' Liability Acts, Growing Crops, Handwriting, Juris- 
diction, Juvenile Courts, Monroe Doctrine, Precedents, Recoup- 
ment, Workmen's Compensation Acts. These articles are much 
less in length than similar articles in avowed cyclopedias, but 
they give just that information which a person sometimes wants. 
They appear to be accurate and thorough. We should be in- 
clined to think, however, that any larger development of this 
cyclopedic side would imperil the character of the work. 

Years ago, when the writer was finishing his preparation for 
the bar examination, he read Bouvier's Law Dictionary through 
three times. It seemed to him to fix and intensify his knowledge 
of the law. This enlarged and more comprehensive edition may 
serve a similar purpose and give at the same time fuller and 
richer information. 

IV. C. J. 

Park's Annotated Code of the State of Georgia. Vol. i. 
Political Code. Prepared by Orville A. Park. The Harrison 
Co., 50 East Hunter St., Atlanta, Ga. 1914. pp. xxxi, 890. $8.50. 

One of the notable book events of the past year is the publica- 
tion of the first volume of the 1914 Annotated Code of Georgia, a 
work which will require six additional volumes. 

We learn from the preface that Georgia was the first English- 
speaking commonwealth to reduce to a statute the entire body 
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of law in force in the state. She was also one of the first to pub- 
lish an annotated code — in 1873. As a work of this character 
presents at a single view the whole unwritten as well as the 
written law of the state, its value, not only to the practitioner, but 
to the student of comparative law is not to be measured if the 
digest and editorial parts of the work have been well done. 

The digesting of decisions is not a mere matter of topical 
arrangement and cross references. It calls for breadth of legal 
knowledge and highly trained powers of analysis. While the 
supreme test of a book of reference is practical use, a careful 
comparison with the decisions of some of the annotations to the 
code is enough to show that this publication takes rank among 
the very best of its kind. A marked feature of the work also is an 
elaborate system of crossed catchwords and of cross references 
from section to section and from one note to another, so that all 
the notes as well as all the code sections bearing upon a particular 
question can be readily located. 

The annotations also include the federal decisions of local bear- 
ing. The importance of this feature is apparent from the fact 
that the federal courts are frequently called upon to construe 
state statutes. 

Not only do the notes to the code bear on their face prima 
facie evidence of underlying legal knowledge and powers of 
analysis, but the name of Orville A. Park on the title page con- 
veys an assurance that the work has been done under thoroughly 
competent editorial supervision. 

/. W. 

Property and Contract in their Relations to the Dis- 
tribution of Wealth. By Richard T. Ely. The Macmillan Co., 
66 Fifth Ave., N. Y. 1914. Vol. 1, pp. xlvii, 474; vol. 2, pp. 475, 
995. $4.00 net. 

Our economists, like our legal writers, have for the most part 
merely carried forward the English tradition with its powerful 
leaning towards extreme individualism. Professor Ely of the 
University of Wisconsin was one of the first among American 
writers upon economic subjects to draw his inspiration from 
continental sources. His early work in this field set forth, in the 
main, ideas drawn from the teachings of distinguished modern 
German thinkers and writers, and, in the present work, the result 
of many years of teaching and development of thought, he has 
fitted the facts of American economic life into the theories and 
conclusions of these masters. 

The book is therefore unique. It leavens juristic thinking 
with the results of economic experience and speculation, it leavens 
economic thinking with the results of juristic experience and spec- 
ulation. Economics is shown to be closely allied with law, law 
with economics. Before the economist can solve any of the great 
problems of the distribution of wealth he must have a true con- 



